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Patriot

PATRIOT n. [Fr patriote < LL. patriota, fellow countryman < Gr patriotes < patris, fatherland &patsER]

@eorge Washington: A National Treasure  Con Tour
National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, Opens Exhib

n February 15, 2002, the National Portrait

GalleryOs life-sized painting of the father of
our country began its first national tour at the
Museum of Fine Arts in Houston, Texas. This
portrait is so important to American history that
it has been compared to the Liberty Bell and the
Declaration of Independence.

What makes this painting so valuable? Why
is it more important than a photograph of Pres-
ident Bush today? First, it is one of the few visu-
al documents we have of George Washington. In
the 18th century, photography, film, and video
cameras did not exist. Portrait painters were the
most important image-makers of WashingtonO
time, capturing their subjects on canvas. The
process was time consuming, so often the artist
painted only the face and used someone else to
stand in for the body.

The size of this painting is also unique. It is
almost 8 feet high. Washington is life-size! Only
eight or nine full-length portraits of Washington
exist, and this is the first full-length portrait to
show him in civilian clothing rather than a mili-
tary uniform.

Painted in 1796 by artist Gilbert Stuart, the por-
trait was given as a gift to the British Marquis of
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Coming Soon to a Museum Near Yo

The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston:
February 15-June 16, 2002

Las Vegas Art Museum:
June 28-October 27, 2002

Los Angeles County Museum of Art:
November 7, 2002- March 9, 2003

Seattle Art Museum: March 21-July 20, 2003

The Minneapolis Institute of Arts:
August 1-November 30, 2003

Oklahoma City Museum of Art:
December 12, 2003 - April 11, 2004

Arkansas Arts Center: April 23 - August 22, 2004

The Metropolitan Museum of Art:  Fall 2004

the painting stayed in the British Isles. Then in
1968, the National Portrait Gallery opened in
Washington, D.C., and the painting was loaned
to the museum. For 32 years, it has stayed at th
Smithsonian. But in the fall of 2000, its British
owner decided he wanted it back so that he
could auction it off. The Portrait Gallery was
given the chance to buy it first, but the price was
$20 million.

The museum turned to America for help, and
the Donald W. Reynolds Foundation of Las
Vegas, Nevada, gave a gift of $30 million so tha
the painting could remain in the United States

Lansdowne. ThatOs why itOs often called the and tour the country. The portrait will visit 8
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OLansdowneQ portrait. For more than 170 years, cities before it returns home to the Portrait

The Ngtional Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, acquired Gilbert
Stuart®s 1796 Lansdowne portrait of George Washington in 2001 as a gift
to the nation through the generosity of the Donald W. Reynolds Foundation.
Gallery. Hopefully, it will visit a city near you.
Join the tour and learn more about our first
President, the father obur country. Or follow
the tour online at ourwebsite,
www.georgewashington.si.edu

George Washington is anxious to meet you.

Will the Real George W. Please Stand Up?

(or thousands of Americans, William Sommerfield is George Washington O

NRICHARD BROOKHISER, WASHINGTON BIOGRAPHER

G uess whoOs coming to town . . . direct from Mount Vernon on the bank
of the Potomac? 1tOs George Washington, and you can shake his hand.
3 days heOll be visiting a museum near you, waiting to share his stories
youNstories of fighting the Redcoats, marrying Martha, and winning the pres _
idency. He may even tell you about chopping down the cherry tree. Or is tha ]
just a myth? Did he really have wooden teeth? YouOll have a chance to ask
soon. You can learn to dance the minuet or attend a real live press conferen

. + ,with the 1st President. He looks like George Washington. He has white pow:
A G ~ ~ -
NOthmg but harmony’ hone"tytjered hair. HeOs almost 6030 tall. He walks like George and talks like Ge

industry, and frugality ale NeCcCesSAak\tven signs his name like George. Come see for yourself! Bring your fanéctor willian Sormerfield brings

~ ~ eorge ashington to your com-

to make us a great and happy ped)pkg'!‘lg your friendsNitOs time to take a walk with Washington. munitg/foras—dag/trip back in time.
Nl george washingtorizse {7/

PHOTOGRAPHS BY EMILY MCDONOUGH

Panels from the Wall of Expression in Washington, D.C. See story, page 8.

PHOTOGRAPH BY JACK MANNING, NEW YORK TIMES

* Parents, check your local museum for program dates and details. DonOt miss this trip back in time.

OGeorge Washington: A National TreasureO is organized by the National Portrait Gallershi®omhsbeigerrstisitionr, thecDoadi pssteyn



